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Diana Gabaldonâ€™s brilliant storytelling has captivated millions of readers in her bestselling and

award-winning Outlander saga. In An Echo in the Bone, the seventh volume, Gabaldon continues

the extraordinary story of the eighteenth-century Scotsman Jamie Fraser and his twentieth-century

time-traveling wife, Claire Randall. Jamie Fraser, former Jacobite and reluctant rebel, is already

certain of three things about the American rebellion: The Americans will win, fighting on the side of

victory is no guarantee of survival, and heâ€™d rather die than have to face his illegitimate sonâ€”a

young lieutenant in the British armyâ€”across the barrel of a gun. Claire Randall knows that the

Americans will win, too, but not what the ultimate price may be. That price wonâ€™t include

Jamieâ€™s life or his happiness, thoughâ€”not if she has anything to say about it. Meanwhile, in the

relative safety of the twentieth century, Jamie and Claireâ€™s daughter, Brianna, and her husband,

Roger MacKenzie, have resettled in a historic Scottish home where, across a chasm of two

centuries, the unfolding drama of Briannaâ€™s parentsâ€™ story comes to life through Claireâ€™s

letters. The fragile pages reveal Claireâ€™s love for battle-scarred Jamie Fraser and their flight from

North Carolina to the high seas, where they encounter privateers and ocean battlesâ€”as Brianna

and Roger search for clues not only to Claireâ€™s fate but to their own. Because the future of the

MacKenzie family in the Highlands is mysteriously, irrevocably, and intimately entwined with life and

death in war-torn colonial America. With stunning cameos of historical characters from Benedict

Arnold to Benjamin Franklin, An Echo in the Bone is a soaring masterpiece of imagination, insight,

character, and adventureâ€”a novel that echoes in the mind long after the last page is

turned.BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from Diana Gabaldon'sÂ Written in My Own Heart's

Blood.
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I never in a million years thought I'd give DG less than five stars. She's one of three authors on my

release-date auto-buy, and I've been eagerly awaiting this book for years. But having spent the last

couple of weeks reading it, I really don't even know what to say (I know I should take that back - I

ALWAYS have something to say and I'm about to say it).Problem one: It took me several weeks to

read. I'm a compulsive reader. I can't sleep with a story unfinished, and yet Echo never grabbed me.

I went several days without evening picking it up because I didn't feel like it. I never felt emotionally

engaged. A good lot of the time, I just didn't care what was happening. And even worse, I felt bored

by the story.Problem two: The book is so physically big that it hurt to read. And I mean that literally. I

had shoulder and elbow pain from holding it up. It really, really needed to be cut. There was a point

where I wished DG had cut out the last 150 pages and replaced them with "Six months later." There

was just too much of mundane life and while beautifully written, it had no presence, no force, no

suspense. The book overall needed more focus on story and less on how to fix a collapsed lung

using nothing but tar and a bird feather. Many of the elements got lots of story didn't end up leading

anywhere (such as Ian & the two orphan girls. I expected them to show up again.)Problem three:

Timing. The book is really three different stories. Jamie & Claire in 1777 America (mostly), William

(Wee Willie) Ramsome in about the same time period, and Bree & Roger in 1980's Scotland. But

the timelines didn't happen evenly and so I was often rather confused. For example: William is

leaving to go find Dr. Hunter in the rebel camp.
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